
Meeting of the Local History Room Advisory Committee 
January 8, 2013 
 
Present:  Kanauer, Braman, Bundschuh, Salmon, Wise 
 
 
Oath of Office   Because committee members are appointed for one-year terms by the 
Penfield Town Board, members must sign an oath of office before a notary each year.  
This year, Bernadette Brinkman, Penfield Library Director, who recently became a 
notary, came to the Room and handled the oath signing.  This was very convenient for 
committee members and they were very appreciative of Bunny’s help. 
 
Calvin Owen Book   The committee discussed publicity to help market the Calvin Owen 
Diary, which is expected to be printed this spring. (250 copies hard cover; 750 soft cover)  
Suggestions were a lecture in the Ruth Braman Room, photos of structures built by 
Owen, interesting quotes from the diary, topics of concern to Owen, who had strong 
opinions about 19th century medical care and temperance.  He could also be considered a 
small businessman, who was involved in several entrepreneurial enterprises. 
 
Acquisitions 
 
1.  Donated by Tim Dennee, a former Penfield resident: 

 1858 promotional card for the Penfield Seminary   (14 week classes starting March 31,                    
1858, including Common English $4.50; Higher English $5.50, Greek & Latin, $6.50 

     German, Hebrew, other languages $8.50, Music $10) 
      1860 certificate of marriage of Charlotte E. Lamb and Woodbridge Watrous 
     Three 18887 issues of The Penfield Midge 
     June 1949 issue (Vol. 3) of The Penfield Firefighter newspaper 
2.  2003 St. Joseph’s Directory (from Library Booksale) 
3.  Piece of wallbroard and eraser from the Peter Harris School 
4.  Bebee Genealogy 
5.  Five photographs of school children in grade school and Penfield High School from 
     Margery Salmon 
6.  Index to the 1872 Beers Atlas to Monroe County NY, prepared by the Genealogy   
     Roundtable of Monroe County, 2007-2009.  The genealogy group, of which Janice   
    Braman and Margery Salmon are members, indexed the names of property owners    
    from the1872 maps in the Atlas.  Margery then typed the material and prepared a copy  
    to the Penfield LHR. 
 
Digitizing Newspapers  Kathy has attended workshops on scanning and digitizing  
historic materials, including old newspapers.  She indicated that the digitizing process has 
many advantages over microfilming, which the Room has used in the past. 
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